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warning, to Us all, againſt the 


dangerous tendency of the 
FESSIONAL; what H ha 
it is hope 1, may be freely examined. N 
bx wy. one, without pecüliar f. N - 
fence being taken by | You. - | —For | 
he telt, my apology i is to 2 . 


| Eee 1. 8 F 4 
zon with. a public; ma 


* 


WEE *. 


DEDICATION. 


tendency of the argument I under- 
ake to examine, , nor without, re- 
Jutance, that, in ex ſing it 1 apr 
pear in oppoſition to One who. Aa. 
m B the arduous and. Ro 


argu ' ent ſhould, | however, 
ough. framed with the maſt friend 
by. intention. of d defending 1 the con 
duet of the reformed churches i in a 
| certain reſpedt, be found, on exami-. I 
| nation, more likely to diſſerve -* , 
cauſe in general, and to eve "EF 
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N 90 a the! Eee Fe eb 
which the governours of our 
«© —= own, or of any other proteſtant 
church, have to enjoin, that thoſe, who 
« are admitted to the office of public 
« teaching in it, ſhall ſubſcribe to the 
- * truth of ſome confeſſion of faith and 
-<' doctrines,” is the profeſſed deſign of the 
E performance before me. — It is * __ 
e 5 4 Ot 


" Warrurn "the ODT on. which 
Dr. Ru TuENToRT EH hath proceeded in 
Prof of the right he hath undertaken to 
vindicate, pn and then conſider the 
3 of the e itſelf, th 


B ; Conczkv- 


2 An EXAMINATION of 


Con eERNIN G the right of church- 
governours in the caſe of ſubſcription, the 
 PrRoOFRSSOR hath' mare cautiouſly expteſſ- | 
ed himſelf in aſſerting, than warily pro- 
ceeded in his argument to prove, it. From 
the profeſſed deſign ef his performance we 
ſhould Fagan to find = vindication limit- 

to the governours of profefiant church 
Bs to fo articular eee to 
truth 975 which they might have a L "cvdan 
| enjoin | fubſcriptiqn ; but, throughout the 

/ ument, we have no fight of doch "wi 
. "His" reaſoning e Nn 1 
ö loping » narrow cortipaſs.. l 


„ LS: 
7 * 4 


„ Tk end and. pur Le" ke e 
2. clirifflanity '( r the church univerſal) 
0 Was inſlituted, "ts to lead men to etern: 
"Uf by che prefervation and 8 

« of true religion. It is thereſt 
de ty of thoſe, who are appointed 1 5 
©, Ennis to ſuperintend and govern parti- 
«cular Trunks,” to ſecure. 42 — pre —— 
as far as they are able, the true faith 
und doctrines of the goſpel =— by the 
* only legitimate means, howeyer, viz. 
<< * and admonitions. Since, 
= #8 therefore, 


Dr. RuTHtxrortn's Argument, &c, 3 


te therefore, this is the duty of church- 
* governours, they have a right to require, 
e that all thoſe whom they appoint to be 
b paſtors and teachers, ſhould firſt ſub- 
< ſcribe to an eſtabliſhed confeſſion, that 
e ſufficient aſſurance may be given of the 
* ſoundneſs of their faith and doctrines. This 
is the ſubſtance (a) of the argument in vin- 
dication of the right contended for. The 
remainder of the performance conſiſts 
chiefly of ſtrictures on a late remarkable 
3 3 (6b), the general attention to 
_ which, gives the proſpect of a briſk diſ- 
euſſion (may it be conducted with temper!) 
of the 7i2hts of the chriſtian church; and 
therein of our church in particular. It is 
not my intention to concern myſelf with 
theſe ſtrictures any farther than oocaſionally 
to collect from them the DocTor's 
Aan and principles of reaſoning as 
W che n nature of POD 


( W ſee it at full so i the thre 
Arft pages of the — e 
15) The Confe tonal. e 28020 4 
5d! Pac ede Wor... ere ad 1 NAR 
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TRE univ erſal church of CHRIST, ac- 


cording, to our VinDpica TOR, includes 


in 11 1 all thoſe, who profeſs to believe in 


« his name, and have been received by 
te baptiſm into the number of his, diſciples 
640 (a) Harticular churches are only parts 
9 , the - univerſal: church (4),”! The 


church of ROME, therefore, profefiing 
toi believe in the name of CHRIST, and 


its members being received by baptiſm into 


the number of his diſciples, 18 part of the 
church of CHR LS T. Further, it. is ar- 
gued,**. that church - governours (c); bn | 


+ it ĩs their duty to take care that the p 


* ple ſhould be inſtructed in the truth of 
ce the goſpel, have a right to require, that 


36 all; thoſe, whom they appoint to be paſ- 


5./tors and teachers, ſhould firſt give pr 5 


4 ſufficient aſſurance of the ſoundneſs of 
ec their faith and doctrines —by. ſubſcribing 
1 to an W ee We 


8 1 wr 
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(c) Thoſe who are e 5 on 118 77 to 
fußelintend and govern particular churches. Vind. p. 2, 

(4) Vind. p. 3. 


Whatever, 
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Whatever, therefore, the right contended 
for is, or whatever is implied in it, it is here 
aſſerted to belong to the governours of 
_ pvery particular church, that profeſſeth to 
4c helieve in the name of CHRIS, and 
b whoſe members have been received by 
te baptiſm into the number of his diſciples.” 
Conſequently, it belongs to the church of 
Rome, Merely that it doth: ſo, is not a 
ſufficient reaſon why a proteſtant ſhould 
refuſe: to admit it, any more than the moſt 
allowed claim, which that church makes 
in common with all proteſtant churches. 
Nor. is the remark made with a view to 
prejudice the reader againſt the PRO YES. 
s ORS argument on hat account; but, 
- however, to prevent a prejudice, it muſt be 
owned, which the manner of ſtating his 
deſign might ſuggeſt in his favour, and to 
my diſadyantage. For I would hot have 
it thought, that he has engaged in the Vin- 
dication of a right peculiar to our own or 
any other proteſtant church, and that I en- 
gage in oppoſition to ſo good a cauſe, 

462: 4nd 11Öö0üä 8 
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6 An EXAMINATION F 


- HAvtxGſhewn that the argument (ad- 
mitting its validity) brought in proof of the 
right which church-governours have to en- 
join ſubſcription to an eſtabliſhed-- eanfe{- 
nion, proves this right not more in favor 
of © the governours of our on or of any 
other prozeflant--echutch,” than of the 
our of the cbureb of Rome, let us now en- 
quire into the nature and extent of the right 
itſelf.— It is a right which the church- 
g6vernour hath * to enjoin, that all thoſe, 
ce. who are admitted to the office of public 
e teaching, ſhall ſubſcribe to the truth of 
**/ ſome _— of * ar eee 
Now, the right of enjoining ſubſeription is 
not here —— © of confeſlions bf faith © 
and doctrines (a), but only to me. But, 
unleſs the chureh- governour Hath a right 
to enjoin ſubſcription to any confeſſion 
whatſoever, there may be ſome confeſſions 
to the truth of which he hath no riglit to 
enjoin / ſubſcriptiqn. And he that can 


ö 4 ( @).Itis not, however 5 directly denied by the V 1 N- 
the ſequel hat he muſt mean it in a pretty extenſive 


latitude. ' 


ſhew, 
5 


” 
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thew, that this right- extends not to all, but 
that it doth to ſame, muſt be able to point 
out ſome one other, at leaſt, to which this 
doth not extend. Otherwiſe, he cannot 

rove, that they have any right at all; ſince 

is ignorant of any one confeſſion to the 
truth of which they 0 2 9905 N WER 
den: a ſubſcription. 77255 


at. Ds „ * 
though] he hath not directly fixed upon any 
confeſſion, as bearing the marks or certain 
criterion of its fitneſs to be Nag e as a 
rule of teaching, and enjoined by the 
de of the church to be ſolemnly 

ubſcribed by the clergy, yet hath given us 
what he ap ppreheads to. be the fole end and 
intention o 
this we muſt judge, as well as we can, 
what ſort- of a tight is here contended: L408 
OPENER „ 


We. fole end, 1 which 4 
| 80 ernours enjoin ſublcription to an eftab- 
liſhed confefiion is, that candidates for holy 


orders may © give men ſufficient aſſurance 
of the OY of their faith and doc- 
1855 | 0 trines, 


requiring ſubſcription,- From 


+4 


* An Examination. 


te TR this, ſays hes Ae 
Ade, when they require them to ſubſcribe 
- %$-te: an! eſtabliſhed confeſſion a: The 
2 Wen e re gd r 2 


dabkrbel hn not give 11 this wo. ie 
: eflurance, which. i is the. very: thing: pies all 


| nificanoe; —_ iche 8 wr. enjoining It; 


be enn infignificant, is altogetl er un 
< wort y 8 ſenious diſcuſſion. 5 Mo ! AY 


- WI AT- fort of a: confeſſion; vette 
of faith and doctrines, upon a ſdlemn fad. 
ſeription to the ſame, will give to church- 
_ governours the aſſurance required? — What 
articles ſhould it contain? —In what form 
ſhould. it be drawn up? Or, in what 
words ſhould the articles which it contains 
be conceived? — The governours of every 
particular church have a right to be ſaffi= 
OTF. . that, the miniſters which E 


* 8 752 


py (a) n 3. e 
„„ they | 


* 


Dx. RorararorTH's Argument, &c. 9 
they provide for the people be perfectly 


found in their faith and doctrines. If they 
: have 5 to be ſatisfied in this matter, 


w can they poſſibly have the 

fatisfaction they are entitled to by the means 
hey : infiſt: upon ? — What will content 
them? What will content them all? :- 
For they have all an equal right to be ſatis- 
fied; the governours of one part of the uni- 


verſal church not more than thoſe of any 
other part. Yes; they have all'of them 


the right, and (as the argument goes) they 
ought all to infiſt upon this ſufficient aſſur- 


ane being given to them; otherwiſe, they 
_ neglect their duty to the people; who are 
to receive their inftractors from tbem. For 
the right is inferred from their duty to take 


care, that the people ſhall have ſound doc - 


trine preached unto them, © May they 

. & not, then, be contented with a' folemn . 
. declaration, or ſubſcription (the diſtine- 

55 » tion not being worth an honeſt man $(a) 


* on the part of teachers and 
ors, that they reecive the ſcriptures 


« as the _ of G o p, ad) will zultruet 


* (a) Viad. p. 7. line 43 = 45 — | 
5 NES | «© te 
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«, the people out of them 4572 — „This 18 
deemed by the PxoyESSOR very. inſuffi- 
cient to ſatisfy church-governours in dur 
days, which was ſo = unlikely to ſatisfy 
< T1MoTHY or T1TUs, that they who 
e made it (c)* were ſound in the faith: 
The increaſe of church emoluments fince 
the time of theſe primitive church- 5 
nours, is made an objection to ſuch eaſy 
terms of admiſſion to preach the oſpel. 
For, © to ſay the truth (argues the PRO 
„ ESSO R) the more beneficial the office 
« of public teaching in the church is made, 
ee the greater occaſion there will be: to 
* guardſ againſt falſe teachers by requiring 
© ſubſcriptions of thoſe who are admitted 
4 to it d).“ So that this is far too general 
a mode of confeſſion, and, being inſuffi- 
cient to give aſſurance of ſound faith and 
doctrines, is not only ſhort of what church- 
overnours' have a rigbt to demand, but 
. of what it is s their 7 as Pages of N 


050 mid. . So ls cerbsuten an fe, 

(c) Pag 8. i ee I 
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ſound doctrine for the people to 1 wr and ö 


inſiſt 29 85 


SHALL we come up to the extent of | 
this right, then, by allowing; that church- 


governours may extract from the ſcriptures 


a et of articles to be ſubſcribed, the moſt. 


particularly expreſſive of their own ſenti- 


ments that they can poſhbly pitch upon, 


and of the faith and doctrines, which they 


would have the people inſtructed in, con- 
ceived, however, in no other words than 


the words of CHRIST. and his apo- 


« ſtles? — It ſeems not. . For (the PRO 
« FESSOR aſks) if the ſenſe of ſcripture 
c may be expreſſed more plainly, why not 


«© more preciſely, than in the words of. 
« CHRIST and his apoſtles (a! — 
Nay, he obſerves, © that nothing is more 


© common, than to extract very unſcrip- 
| © tural doctrines from ſcripture-language. 

The governours of the church have, 
"6 therefore, found. it neceſſary to introduce. 
ee what are called new and unſcriptural 
Bu Words and ee not. to WT the 


Lo - 
28 4 
* * 


15 050 Vind. pag. in lin x 


8 ſenſe 


* 5 


8 AAN ATION „ 


en ſenſe of ſeripture-doctrines, but to r 
the ſenſe; in which ſcripture-expreſſions 
are underſtood by thoſe, who are candi- 
e dates for the office of public teaching, = 
«and whoſe faith arid dodrines they have, 
e therefore, a Fight to examine into and 
aſcertain (a). It ſhould ſeem, then, 
that an eſtabliſned confeſſion of faith and 
doctrines may not only expediently and la- 

Y enough be conceived in other words 
than thoſe of ſeri pture, hut that it abſolute-- 

Ir ought to be conceiued in other words; 
_ «© thoſe, that are called new and unſcriptu- 
ral words and expreſſions, having been 
found not only moſt proper, but even ne- 
to anſwer the purpoſe of due the 
| governours in the cabs" of mms e 
N A * 

-81wer, nere neither a Pleo 5 
confeſſion, in general, that the ſeriptures 
are the word of G'oD, together with as 

ſolemn a promiſe that the people ſhall be 
inſtructed out of them; nor a conſeſſion 
5 drawn up in the words of CuRISH and 

155 n e it " thould —— vu 
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£4 
12000 He 111 e e 
50 (a) Un. TY . 2 
BAK * 
0 , h articles 


what ſort of a — Be will ſatisfy chan 
ai nours in this matter. For, it follows, 
| 1 


— 
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articles fudioully ſelected out of ſcripture 


as, moſt expreſſive of that faith af 
trines which the governours of the church 


judge to be found, is calculated to give ff 
ficient aſſurance of the ſubſcriber's ſenti- 


ments; we need go no farther in aſking, 


it muſt be ſuch an one as the church· 


governours ſhall, pleaſe to enjoin. And, 


lince it is not fit and proper, that the arti- 


cles of which it confida ſhould be exprefled 
in cripture terms, in the words of 7 TSA 


and his apoſtles, it may happen, eſpecially 


ĩl it confiſt of many 3 that ſome of 

them will be thought very unſcripturnl. 
But, no matter for that; it is enough, that 
they are ſcriptural i in the opinion of the pre- 


feribers and enjoiners. They are here made 


the only judges of orthodoxy ; judges of it, 


not for themſelves only, but for the ꝓeo - 
ple alſa: ;The. people i receive their 


teachers at their hands, and (ſo fat duth 


the excluſive right of theſe church-govern- 


3 ours reach) muſi hear the werd of Gon na. 


otherwiſe interpreted than ſtrictly and moſt 


7 2 
5 5 - 


39 1+ 5 qi — . 
» 2 


| e in N 5 99 their notions. 


4 


_ e E10 of” DO 


For they have a Tight 1 to preſcribe a confel” . 
fioh that will give them /ufficient aſſurance, 
that no ſcripture-doctrines ſhall be taught 
whote ſenſe. is not fixed as they think it 


 6uFht to be. To receive this aſſurance 
they have alfo a Tight to draw up the con- 
feffion in what terms they pleaſe; to re- 
ject ſeripture- terms and expreſſions, where 
they may admit of any latitude of interpre- 
tation, and to introduce ſuch terms as will 
moſt preciſely convey. the ſenſe in which 
they enjoin them to be ſubſcribed. How- 
ever,” let us take care we naps ood not 
| the 1 78 25 I meaning on this head ; 


4 1 


. OR, it is eerie” by hit, cb 
WE Ng, governours have introduced theſe 
new and unſcriptural words and expreſ- 
ions not to fix the ſenſe of ſcripture- doc- 
*/777nes; but to fix the ſenſe in which ſcrip- 
* tore:expreſſions. are underſtood ” by the 
candidates. How doth the learned PRxorESs- 
sek mean to diſtinguiſh here? —What' dif- 
ference appears in the diſtinction — Or in 
what way doth he mean it ſhould affect the 
| argument? — Would he ſhew us that there is 
a material difference between fixing the 
8 of eee and e | 
. « the 


Dx. RuTHERFORTH'S Argument, Oc. 15 


$6, ſenſe of. ſcripture-expreſſons,” containing; 
thoſe. doctrines? — The difference: is nit 

ceivable ; any. material difference, at 
leaſt. For, if the ſenſe of a ſcripture- expert. 


an be fixed, the ſenſe of the godtriue oon·- 
tained 1 in.that expreſſion. is fixed too; unleſs. | 
it can be ſuppoſed that the doctrine, beings 


my ſterious in its own nature, may remain 
2 1 and meaning unfixed (in which 

it can be no object of faith) after the 
85 of the ſcripture· expreſſion is aſcertain⸗ 


ed and fixed. But this I perſuade myſelf : 


= nee ſuppoſed by the! ROFESS 0. 


2 oTH the 1 of this diltinction, Py ; 


koi in the difference of the:-perſons, whom 


the fixing the ſenſe of ſeripture expreſſi- 
ons is to affect?.— As if it had been faid: 
by introducing theſe new and unſcriptural 


expreſſions into theig eſtabliſhed confeſſi- 


on, chnrch-governours pretend not to fix 


the. ſenſe. of ſeripture· doc rines, that is, to 


put up their opinions and ſenſe of them, 
as the ſtandard of orthodoxy for a ethers, . 


er even for the. church over which they 


ide, but PESOS to tx [iowa ſenſe in nch 
2 | 715 e | 


n 


16 * ExANINATION of 


4 ſeriptute- expreſſions are underſtood by the 
candidates for holy orders, and this andy to 
the end that they may know beir faith and 
doctrines, without lording it in any man- 
2 their faith or the faith of the peo- 
; If this is intended by the diſtinction, - 
- us ſee what it amounts to; and, whe- 
_ - ther the principle on which it is founded 
will juſtify. this claim of church- power, 
4+ Whatever be the: intention of om ue 7 
Ow 4 | 


4 A Comma, then, i is framed, con- 
fiſting of articles of faith and doctrines, to 

' the wth of which all thoſe that deſire to 
be inſtructors of the people are enjoined to 

5 ſubicribe. If theſe articles were expreſſed 
* in the words of CHR TS x and his apo- 
ec ſtles, there could be no doubt of their 
being ſcriptural. But, being in this form 
capable of various Interpretations, churgh- 
governours have thought it proper and he- 
. ceflary. ta introduce in their room new and 

vnſcriptural expreſſions into their, confefſi- 
ons. This is done in order to fix. the ſenſe 
en _ eben underſtand _ | 
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| | yarg-oxpreſions. By the by, it is not baſy 
to conceive how unſcriptural words and 
expreſſions can ſo cotmmodiouſiy fix the 
nſec of feripture-exprefſion 8. Such, /how- 
over; is the reaſon aſſigned for preferrig 
this. mode of confeſſion. But, what 2 
18 propoſed by church- governours in thus 
* fixing the ſenſe in which ſeripture- 
, expreſſions are underſtood by thoſe who 
© are candidates. for the office of public 
teaching ?”— Why; not to compel any 
- one bo-ſobſeribe: againſt his jadgement, but 
only that they may know. and aſcertain the 
faith and doctrines of the candidates. And 
Where, it may be demanded, is tlie hard- 
ſhip of this, either upon the candidates ot 
people? Why object to the claim of a 
Tight apparently ſo harmleſs in itſelf, it not 
beneficial in its conſequences?— Or, how 
Lan the exerciſe of it poſſibly affect the ten- 
gſereſt and moſt ſcrupulous conſeiehcs ful— 
The candidates are not t compelled to uent 
to che propoſitions contained in the eſta- 
*: bliſhed-confeflion,” The confeſſion thus 
modeled to the mind bf the church g- 
A vernours is not uſed in the church as a la 
%%Fö»;ö· 8 e 
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te ts eompel them to aſſent, but only as RES 
te to difcover, whether they do aſſent or not 
(a) Very true. — The- confeſſion - en- 
joined to be ſubſcribed; is not of the nature 
of a Jaw compelling aſſent or ſubſcription. 
And therefore it needed not have been ob- 
ſerved; 'that'* no church hath a right to 
<©-uſe it as ſuch; for it cannot be uſed as 
ſuch. It is on uſed, and can only be uſed. 
as a ret, and ard enough, perhaps, it will 
appear, in the ſequel, that ſuch a confeſſi - 
on ſhould be uſed as a reft to e W 
n — 
Rk YON (I Ns 
Fon Imuſt how: afk, ee düse ef 
che y? — Is any ching conſeguential 
n it either to the candidate or people MH 
| Doth: the Purpoſe: of the diſcovery termi- 
nate folely in the” ſatisfaction given to the 
governour of the church? The confeſſion, 
it is ſaid, is uſed any as a teſt to diſeover 
whether the candidates do aſſent or not. 
But what uſe is made of the te itſelf? — 
When the Tharcksgovttnvue! | th. made 
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the diſcovery he wanted; doth the right 
contended for extend 20 further? Is the 
diſcovery to ſerve him merely as a matter 
of euriofity'? Has he a right only to ſatis- 
fy his own inquiſitiveneſs, and, having 
done that, is his acting any farther in con- 
ſequence of the diſcovery unwarrantable? 
If this be 4% the authority he claims ap- 

; harmleſs enough, but uſeleſs altoge- 
cher, « and the * 'of it mti im- 


NCT; . 7 TP 7 


Bur, 8 is Ys 3 — all thats is. 
meant by this rigid eff. Ihe ultimate 
end propoſed by enjoĩning ſubſcription to 

the truth of an eſtabliſhed confeſſion, is 
owned: to be, with reſpect to the — | 
dates; * to admit to the office of -public» 
«Jy teaching the goſpel thoſe only that are 
found in their faith and doctrines,” and, 
of conſequence, to exclude from thas office; 
all thoſe that are unſaumd. And, chat the 
end may be moſt effectually anſwered, the 
confeſſion to be ſubſcribed is drawn up in 
ſuch ſtrict terms, as will leave as little 
; Oe rn in the minds of church- 


gover nours by 
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governaurs, in in what ſenſe the candidates 
underſtand thoſe ſcripture - expreſſions, in 

e toom of which the new and unſeriptu- 
ral. ones in rs 3 are ne 


er 


hurch, 17 — that the the © Sac to the 
articles of the confeſſion, fo are deemed 
found in the faith: if, an the other hand, 
they refuſe to give this aſſurance, they are 
deemed TE or: anſound. The eſta, 
bliſhed confeſſion, therefore, is uſed as a 
teſt o the ſoundneſs or unſoundneſe of of the 
candidates for holy orders, in their faith and 
doctrines; and, theſe new and unſcriptural 
1 words and expreſſions are introduced to. 
| wake it the more effectually anſwer ibis 
end. So that he damen 9 4 
| ray of apolo r them, viz. that 5 
1 — 500 We to fix the ſenſe. f 
« ſcripture- dactrines, but to fix the ſenſe i in 
16 which ſcriptuce-expreſſionsare. underſtood; | 
hy the candidates,” amounts. to nothing 
that abi affect the argument in its tendency.) 
Church: governours are aſſerted to hayaiar 
* to pct any confeftion of faith and, 
doArines 
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doctrines to be fabſcribed, that Half be 
ſeriptural in their opinion. © Subſcription. ta 
an eſtabliſhied confeſſion, containing their 
opinions,” is the aſſurance which the clergy 
are required to' give, that they are ſound in 
their faith; and, according to. the ſenſe 
there fixed, and no other, of ſeripture- 
doctrines or ſcripture- expreffions, they ard 
to teach tlie 4 ple, or be excl ded this.” 
office, how ſtrong a proof ſoever they may. 
have given of ee abilities, to teach the 
goſpel,” and whatever aſſurance they ace 
ready to give, that they wilt do it to the ut⸗ 
moſt of their abilities, and accbrding to the | 
beſt of their judgement.” An alternative At 
tended with no great hardGiip, it may be 
thought, on the honeſt candidly FAY - 
doth not imply the unhappy dilemma of \ 
& fubſeribe or Harde. — Starving ** Id. 
bb a terrible thing, indeed! And, there. 
fore; the learned "1NDICATS 1 hath. 
thouphr it worth his while to refute {6'hea- - 
vy a charge againſt the church, and to ſtate 
the dilemma properly. anne dilemma. 
vc itſelf, he "obſeryes, is not; as e Or. 
ui 0 A 26 yet ator) SY Fx: Of farbe; 
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hw? 12 Tab this way 2 bribing _ 
Is ſybſcription to be mentioned among thi 

| Ways of getting a livelibood? —I am, g the 
no longer ignorant of ſome part of * the 


> 8 22 e = ſubſk . 122 * 


B to oa b l hs) h cirdſhip, EOF a» 

nall, pA excluding the eee en non- 
ſabſeribin; g candidate from this way ef get- 
ting =] by elihood, 1 85 leave to u _ _ 
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Peopess0R's attention, from the 2 can idate 
upon whoſe loſs or advantage it ſeems 
wholly fixed, tothe dilemma 3 in reſpe& of 

| tha:propte. | r een eee 
W eee are to provide 
Fü for the people. The teachers muſt 
all have fabſeribed to the eſtabliſhed confeſ- 
ſion, and are thereby bound on their part to 
teach no other doctrines than thoſe, or ſuch 
25 are agrecable to thoſe, that are contains 
ed in it. What becomes of the people, theng 
in caſe of a conſcientious diſſent from this 
arbitrary confeſſion on their rt i Muſt 
Gabe to be thus provided, dr got be - 
| provided at. all? Nes; the dilemmia on 
cheir part is, you muſt either take for your 
inſtructors thoſe whom 4ve think ſound; Or, 
want goſpel- inſtruction. Either thoſe that 
are deſirous of inſtructing you muſt f 
 ferybe, or you muſt ſtar be, for Want of in- 
ſtruction. Will this, fort of | Farving. be 
thought à léſa 1 p upon the Fraps | 
than the other upon the candidate . Or 
will it be ſaid, there is no fear of a dearth 
of this ſort of proviſion ? That chucch- 
Frog will always be able fo provide 


r c them 
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them with ſubſcribing, and; con 
ound miniſters? — But, the misfortune FA 
the people happen to differ . in -opi- | 
nion-from their governours. They _ 
in donſcience, receive the doctrines ta 
y the miniſters appointed them, if 2 
explain ture invariably, according to 

9 ſubſeribed. Fe or they do not 
believe the articles ſet forth in it. What is 
to be done then? They may ſeek other 
znſtruction, if they like not that whijch/is 
ef May they ſo ? — But where 
Will they find it 15 —15 church-governours 
have a right to require that all thoſe that 
are deſrous of preaching the goſpel to the 
people, ſhall ff ſubſcribe their eſtabliſhed 
confeffien, who, that have not rt ſub- 
ſcribed, have a right to inſtrudt them? 
But, if they may ek other ioftraQtion than: 
— for them, they ought. 

not. For the „„ ventures to 4 
ſert, that: the governours of the church, 
ce though they do not'bind the laity to fab.- 
«ſcribe to the eſtabliſhed confeſſion, ver 
t underſtand them to be bound in conſerence,) 
2 the clergy, to believe and 
" «« practiſe 
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25 ae what 3 18 coptained in it. — 
rule the eſtablifned confeffion} 
bs * hö are members of 
5 Tuck a fans 
© Ss ta the belt af their” 
| ent, is wo in confeience ro a 
WE in 0. This fure is keeping alt 
4h .chough in the e the 
ment of theſe chu reh-governours, ;f1o- | 
Sillian cal Pong his aſſent to the eſta⸗ 
bliſhed-confeffion, drawn up in terms new 
and unſcriptural without wounding bis cons 
feitnce. oh . Sg jd ment! — Bi | 
theif a have | 
& 4thas, - — leave evety man'to judge a and. 
e Moir 25 8 Io it is ſuch 
ei at one as. he ong f t to or Were | 
a) . Ll - matt: 
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eben; „ its agrecableneſs or contrarlety to 
the word of Gop, and whether he ought 
dj aſſent to it or not, when the church-go- 
verndurs take upon themſelves to judge 
both for the clergy and laity, to jud e what 
fort of a confeſſion they ſhall {et forth to, 
thetn for their faith and practice, 1280 
to judge their very conſciences, "they 
may aſſent or diſſent from it? Arg! they 
: judge that the laity are bound in "conſetence 
ee and practiſe what is contained 
ebe. They propoſe ſuch a "fummary 
of religion, as, according to the beſt 
their Judgement (and, at beſt, their judge . 
ment is fallible) every chriſtian i is brind ”n | 
cence eto allent t to, © 


oY 18 now time to it Wat 969 
the church' of RoME, more than this? 

What tyranny doth The exerciſe over tlig 
conſciences of men which exceeds this? Or, 
What fetters hath ſhe forged for their uns 
derſtanding which the einde ef 808 
other ehriſtian church, by the above reaſofi- 


e not a full ht to * on the un- 
e " . derſtandings 


o 


Dr. RUTHERFORTH' 8 Argument, Se. oy | 


| derſtandings of thoſe over whom they pre- | 
fide? Noth / the church of Rome ſet forth = 
the 'daminable doctrines of tranſubſtantias, 
tion, purgatory, Proving to ſaints, with 4 
2 is heap of other abſurdites, ontra- 
ons and ſuperſtitions, to be taught by 
c the clergy, and to be believed and practiſed 
by the people ?—She hath good right to 
enjoin them all, in an efabliſhed confeſſion 
of faith and doctrines, to be ſubſcribed by all 
thoſe” that are deſirous of preaching the 
goſpel, and to be a rule of faith and. prac- 
tice to the laity. It matters not that they 
are called 'damnable doctrines, by thoſe HE 
are without the pale of that church; or that 
they be thought ſo hy numbers of the lalty 
profeſſedly of that church; or indeed that they 
are danmable in themfelves polluting the 


four of life, making the word of Gon 
ſerve 4\ ye. and deluſion, and turning the 
grace of the goſpel into the hardeſt bon- 


dage ſolong as the pope, the church-govern= | 
dur, judges them to be ſcriptural and ſaving - 
doctrines. And let me aſk, what would it 
avail towards an apology for erecting ſuch 
ae damit in che chriſtian mon 
„ ou 


A © . Eau ee of 


aur 
270 mini angels A: 
<« when we have done 4415; when. jr have 
<« ſet forth an eſtabliſhed confæſſiom of faith 
<. and doctrines as the only rule, — = 
1 ;gy w teach and interpret the e by, 
6, _— containing ſuch a ſummary of 
65 religion of CurisT,. as every viſion 
- * — teh to the heſt of aur \fudgenent, 4s 
4 bound in conſcience to aſſent to; when 
wo have done this, we leave every man 
te to judge and determine for himſelf, whe- 
© ther the confeffion is ſuch an one ab be 
* anght to aſſent to or not r Should we 
not reject the apology with ee or 
with contempt? Wich indignation, if wo 
conſidered it as well we might) as a far - 
ther affront offered to our underſtandings 
in chus attempting to juſtify. all bis imgoſi- 
tions; with contempt, if we could believe, 
that be - ſincerely endeavoured, by ſuch 
meekneſs of language, to bring us to a du: 
tiful ſubmiſſion to him, and hoped to re- 
concile us to his juſt and lawful authority. 
Would his. 9 his duty as the ge- 
vernour of the church, to provide the peo- 
ple with ſound teachers, and preſerve from 
rom 


Dr. RurnfERroRTH's Argument, &c. 49 


from Hale faith and doctrines, be admitted 
as any juſt plea for the right of eſtabliſhing | 
whatever eh he thought proper ?— 
Or, ſhould we think he claimed no wnres- 
fenable power. over the ſouls of men, on 
telling, and even convincing us, chat the 
articles contained in the eſtabliſhed con- 
feſſion, were, in his cn, and according 
to the " beſt. of bis judgement, ſach as every 
chriſtian. is bound in conſcience ta aſſent to? 
No. By evincing his fincerity he would 
but convince. us of the weakneſs of his 
Judgement, not the reaſonableneſs. of his 
N or the moderation of bis claim. 


Tu E: right. W of church-go- 
vernours over both clergy and laity, w hich 
the eee would vindicate, is very 
impertinently argued from, and the extent 
of it znduely — — by the upright in- 
tentions of thoſe who claim it, and N jews 
of their beſt judgement in the cxercile/of | 

power it gives them. With gratitude 

I refle& upon, and confide in, the juſt in- 
tentions, and acknowledge. ae: lenny and 
moderation with which church<power is 
exerciſes. 


/ 
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exerciſed under the SuprEME Hrap of 
ux CHunch. Vet, I am not bound to 
admit this as an argument for the reaſon- 
ableneſs of the claim itſelf to power, as it 
ſubſiſts even in our eſtabliſnment, the moſt 
moderate, I believe; of all others. The 
power aually exerciſed by church: govern - 
ours, limits not the degree of power to 
which they may claim a right Nor want 
Ito ſhew, that Dr. RuTHERFORTH means 
to plead for the exertion of a greater degree 
of power than is exerted by the govern- 
ours of our church, at preſent; or, even 
for ſo much power as ſome of them may, 
now and then, take upon themſelves to exers 
ciſe over the inferior clergy; but, that 
he has proved, if his argument is ſolid, 

the general right of church-governour to 
much greater. For, I think, it muſt by 
this time, have appeared, that the right 
(hich he contends for {though he calls it 
. the general right which the governours 
of dur own or of any other proteflant” 
«--church,' have to enjoin, that all thoſe; 

ce ho are admitted to the office of public 
M e it, ln ſhall ſubſeribe to the GE 


1 
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7 of ſome confefiion of faith anddodrines”) 
s nlimited in its extent; that the principles 
on which he hath: reaſoned Juſtify 83 


of the church of RouR, in every thing 
that ſhe requires of her clergy; and; that 


the miniſters and paſtors of every other 


church exerciſe that office anwarruntabiy; 

or elſe; that this general rigbt contended 
for is altogether n e een 
* ad effect. | 


OY 


4 1 SHALL now. 1 N whe r of we 


argument, by which the PRor SOR would 


vindicate the claim of . TO over ref 
e io Els 


. The Rad and purpoſe for which 718 


« BD Fora or (in the words of the VIV i- 


<-caToR) the univerſal church of CHRIST. 
* was inſtituted; is to lead men to eternal 
_*:life'by the preſervation and advancement 


of true religion (2). — This is the 


FOR in 12 nee Ps it N 


(e Viale) p. 92 wett ihe an 
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= 4 juſt deduction of a duty peculiar ta 


church-gevernours, but of a duty incum- 
dent on every chriſtian: man, on all the 


=... 4. Examxarion of 


dily admins. The next is a deduRtion 
from the foregoing, VIZ, eh It is, therefore 

< thedutyof church-goyernours[thole1 wh 
ce are appointed, un CHRIST, to ſax 
© intend and govern particular churches) | 
4 to ſecure and promote, as far as they 
te are able, the true faith and doctrines of 
bs (2).” This is as readily gran- 


other; granted, however, not as 


members 5 particular church, what- 
of may . ber! iy 


Se. | | 
: - 6 


Sg * 


1 A1 the nears Ci diſpoſed to conceds; ta 
this inference, from the manner in which 


the VinvicaToR lake explained himſelf 


on 2 very important circumſtance in it. 
et The only legitimate means, he obſerves, 
6. of: at lo and preſerving the true re, 


$ 1h - | :of nee wee e hg 
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. faith and doctrines which BD, and his 
files in his name, delivered to man- 
Wh — with exhortations and admonitions, 
6 tg attend to them, to embrace them 
perfevere in them, and, by a pious and 
« virtuous life and converſation, to bring 
et forth the proper fruits of them (a). 
Undonbredly, theſe are very proper and legi- 
timate means of advancing and preſerving 
true religion; and though I think not the 
anh ones, as (to mention no more) a per- 
fonal example of the chr iſtian graces might 
have been added; yet I-haye'no objection 
church-governours exercifing the office of 
thus Banner. Hr 42 TOE 


ther this duty, which; it. is Seeg, 
A incunBent on church-povernours, in com- 
vun with all other chriſtians, the doctot 
would next infer theit rigbt over the clergy 
and laity in the caſe of ſubſeription. Since, 
therefore, it i the duty of church- gover- 
2 nours| to take cate, that the people FOUR 
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e care, that the people 


= WAA ian 0 


* be inſtructed in the goſpel” — Hold, ſir! 
This has not yet been granted. It is the 
duty of church-governours, as it is of all 
chriſtian men, to advance and preſerve the 
true 645 cap of Cnz1sT. This was rightly 
deduced from the very end of chriſtianity, 
and, 4 proper means of diſcharging their 
duty , Was pointed out, viz. Inftruttion,; 
exhortation and unt ion. But, that it 
& is the duty of church-governours to take, 
fhould be inſtruc- 

< ted in the goſpel,” is an affertion ſome= 
Nhat, indeed not a little, different in its 
implication. The former implies, that 

C zurch-: governours ſhould, according ta 
their abi ities and opportunities, inſfruct, e- 


bort and admoniſh the members of their 


particular church, and, if theſe are the only 

egitimate means, ſhould uſe no ober means 

of ROE and preſerving the true religi- 
that, in ſuperintending a and governing 


. 95 church (ſo far as the advancement and 
prefer Vation of religion is concerned) they 
_ ſhould interfere no farther than this; viz. 


to inſtruf?, exbort and admoniſh, no more 


* any other members of the church, 
| | whoſe 


Dr. Rury EREORTH'S Argument, G : 33. 


whoſe. duty alſo it. is to do the ſame, as far- 
as their abilities and opportunities extend. 
But the latter implies, that they may and 
ought to interfere farther than this; even 
to take care, that the people receive their 
teachers and inſtructors in f goſpel at their 
appointment. Whether I can admit this as 
true in itſelf or not, it is not to my purpoſe 
to declare. I, by no means, admit it a8 4 
juſt inference from the F1RsT poſition, re- 
ſpecting the end and * for which 
OA was Gann 3 
50 Lr us view it in . FINES of 2 Gl: 
gilin, chat clear and ſteady medium, which, 
in the univerſity, never fails to give the true 
ſight of the queſtion. Why ſhould i it fall 
of the. fame effect on the Fublic eye? Ln,” 
Tur ond and purpoſe far which hi FE | 
77 ( ibe uni ver ſal church)..was inſtituted by. 
CarisT,-3bebead, is to lead men to. eternal. 
life by. the preſervation and WHO 13 
dare religion on. 1 "i 
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Is chis a 3 just dh rd does Ban from) "as 
We are not FARE by theſe ſteps to underſtand = 
the duty of church-governours, as ſuch; an 

not mentioned 1 in the 4 of the 
ſyllogi + The, 18 en amen | 
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* of the * and, therefore, muſt 
be 


Dr. RuTneRFoRTH's Argument, &c. 35 
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be extended to church-governours, who 
are members thereof, but not excluſively of 
the people. The ſame duty, and no other, 
is predicated of them, that is predicated of 
the people, And what -is that? —Why; 
nor, c to take care that the people ſhall be 
« inſtructed in the goſpel,” or, in other 
Words, to appoint paſtors and teachers 
« Cu but, to infirud. in the _ * 
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abikties 35 by theſe: be che 5 9 
means of advaneing and preſerving une | 
on. + This-only is the duty of church-go- 

vernours, confidered as members of this ſo- 
ciety, and as ſuch ox/y they ſhould be con- 
ſidered in the concluſion, having appeared 
in no other Ne in 1 e vt, wm 
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ſters and teachers for ee On 
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right tg require, of the cand. . 
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faith a ad doctrines-. a B11 Te 7 
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_ that all thoſe whom 255 1 1 the office of 
public teaching, ſhall firſt groe them ſuf 71 
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of faith and'deffrines, drawn up by 120 le 
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plaud ach + 2 zeal for eccleſiaſtical abu 
menits, as ma carry the man, whoſe he: 
v pöſſeſſed of it, beyond thoſe bounds. 

diſeretion he meant not'to trangreſs; Sik. 
in which bounds alone any real and eſſen- 
bal fervice to our eſtabliſhment in particu- 
lar can be done, Scornfully as the projec- 
tors" of its farther . (which cer- 
= "muſt be wiſhed for by every true 
er of it) have been hitherto treated, 

Ie, as mere vifonariet; by others, 'as 
25 rows innovators 3 fare I am, that to e e 
them onprinciples favourable toaleſta- 
— to the worſt and moſt intoler- 
ant, no leſs chan to the beſt and moſt rati- 
opal, tends more to diſgrace the conſtituti- 
bn ef our church, in the eyes of all ſenfibl 
and conſiderate perſans, than even the moſt 
injudicious attempts that have, been made 
to remove its 5 imperfecions, 
It ſhould make the zealot for 9 — auth > 
g cooler, and leſs f enudus it 
your to Rrep it to its ul ed; | 

i = _ is ; thus mot. rſs al- 
We ning it. . 2. wa for 
very innonatians which he meh dre wh 


Dr. RyTretronTH's Argument, &c. 1 
aud abſurdlhy inks to keep ous by pH- 

ing to them an rmpdrrantable author 
Ina land af civil Uberty, this racthod, of 
vindicating the right and. defending; the 
conduct of church-governgurs, will proxe 
work than ingffelbüsl för the purpoſe. R 
will inſpire. into the minds of one part of 
the. clergy.(f the: /aity ſhould think chem: 
ſelves. totally anistereſted in the ſubjeR} a 
reſtleſs. jealouly:of a power over them, un- 
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2 it vader amid het. 14 . 


. al, I b ant re th le 
ed man. whoſe:argument Jlazve: freely c 
F think that he: is regreſont as bee 
8 ing of an intolerant; and: perſecuting ſpirit. 
Iwan not to. doit. have:oot:done at. 
l think him not fuch. Nor : 
_  thigk myſelf juſtivicd: (though by high a. 
e ample. {a authorized) in ng ny invi- 
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ill breathes. The principles, on which he 
_ hath reaſoned, are very 5 — from thoſe 
n which, I believe, he would a# in a 
higher, and on which he appears to act in 
his preſent ſphere, of eccleſiaſtical author- 


ity. - Theſe are every day bringing honour 
to the man, in their apparent influence on 
His conduct, while thoſe, miſtaken for prin- 
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